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Organ and Choral Prelude 

In the Bleak Midwinter 

Gustav Holst, arr. Kathy Darden 

The First Lesson from Isaiah, Chapter 9 

The Prophet Isaiah foretells the birth of Christ 

O Come, All Ye Faithful 
Traditional 19th century carol, attributed to John Francis Wade 

Verse 1: O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant; O come ye, O 
come ye to Bethlehem! 

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels!  
Refrain: O come, let us adore Him! O come, let us adore Him! O come, 

let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 
Verse 2: Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; O sing, all ye bright 
hosts of heav’n above! Glory to God, all glory in the highest!  (refrain) 
Verse 3: Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; Jesus, to 

Thee be all glory giv’n: Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing! 
(refrain) 

The Second Lesson from Isaiah, Chapter 11 

Isaiah speaks to the peace that Christ will bring to the world 

The First Noel  
Traditional 16th century Cornish carol, adap. John Stainer 

Verse 1: The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds 
in fields where they lay; in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on 

a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  
Refrain: Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  

Verse 2: They looked up and saw a star, shining in the east beyond 
them far; and to the earth, it gave great light, and so it continued both 

day and night. (refrain)  
Verse 4: This star drew nigh to the northwest, o’er Bethlehem it took 
its rest; and there it did both stop and stay, right over the place where 
Jesus lay. (refrain)



The Third Lesson from Luke, Chapter 1 

The Angel Gabriel appears to the Virgin Mary 

Angels We Have Heard on High 
Traditional 18th century French carol (Gloria), adap. James Chadwick 

Verse 1: Angels we have heard on high, Sweetly singing o’er the plains 
And the mountains in reply, Echoing their joyous strains. 

Refrain: Gloria in excelsis Deo, Gloria in excelsis Deo 
Verse 2: Shepherd why this jubilee, why your joyous strains prolong? 

What the gladsome tidings be, which inspire your heav’nly song? 
(refrain) 

Verse 3: Come to Bethlehem and see Him whom the choirs of angels 
sing; 

Come adores on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
(refrain) 

Verse 4: See Him in a manger laid, Whom the choirs of angels praise;  
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. (refrain) 

 The Fourth Lesson from Luke, Chapter 2 

The birth of Jesus as described by Luke 

Joy to the World 
George Frederick Handel (Antioch), adap. by George Mason 

Verses 1: Joy to the World, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King! 
Let ev’ry heart, prepare Him room and heav’n and nature sing,  

and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing. 
Verse 2: Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ! 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
Verse 4: He rules the world with truth and grace and makes the nations 

prove! The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, and 
wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love. 



The Fifth Lesson from Luke, Chapter 2  
The shepherds’ journey to the manger  

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
Felix Mendelssohn, adap. George Whitefield 

Verse 1: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!” 

Joyful all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies, with angelic 
hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem.”  

Refrain: Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King!”  
Verse 2: Christ, by highest heav’n adored, Christ the everlasting 

Lord! Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin's 
womb; veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail th’incarnate Deity, 

Pleased as man with men to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel. (refrain) 
Verse 3: Hail the heav’n born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of 

RIghteousness! Light and life to all he brings, Ris’n with healing in 
his wings. Mild he lay his glory by, Born that man no more may die, 

Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give them second birth. 
(refrain) 

The Sixth Lesson from Matthew, Chapter 2 

Three wise men follow the stars and are led to Jesus 

What Child is This?  
Anonymous 16th century melody (Greensleeves), adap. Wm. 

Chatterton Dix 

Verse 1: What child is this, who laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is 
sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while 

shepherds watch are keeping? This, this is Christ the King, whom 
shepherds guard and angels sing; Haste, haste, to bring him laud, 

the babe, the son of Mary.  
Verse 2: Who lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are 

feeding? Good Christians, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is 
pleading. Nails, spear shall pierce him through, the cross be borne 
for me, for you; Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the babe, the son of 

Mary. 



Verse 3: So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; come peasant, king, to 
own him. The King of Kings, salvation brings; Let loving hearts 

enthrone him. Raise, raise the song on high; The virgin sings her lullaby; 
Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary. 

The Seventh Lesson from John, Chapter 1 

John unfolds the mystery of Christ’s birth 

Silent Night 
Franz Xavier Gruber, lyrics by Joseph Mohr 

Verse 1: Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright, round yon virgin 
mother and child. Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly 

peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
Verse 2: Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight; glories 
stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia! Christ the Savior 

is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
Verse 3: Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; radiant 
beams from Thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace; Jesus, 

Lord at Thy birth;  Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 

Go in peace, Tarriers, and have a blessed holiday. 

with joy,  

from Charles Wright Academy
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